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10. 
INTENT TO CHANGE NAME OF GEOGRAPHICAL REGION – OVERSTRAND TO 
“WHALE COAST” MUNICIPALITY 
 
S Madikane Director: Economic and Social Development   
March 2024 (028) 313 8066 
 

1. Executive Summary 
 

The purpose of the report is to inform Council on the process and regulatory 
environment in proposing a name change for the municipality. 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 

 
Directorate: Economic, Social Development and Tourism 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 

 
Provision of democratic, accountable and ethical governance 
Promotion of economic and social development 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
Council 

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 
Local Government: Municipal Structures Act No117 of 1998 and Regulations 
(Section 16 (3)) 

 
6. Background/Discussion/Evaluation/Conclusion 

 
Background/Discussion 

 
The Overstrand Council intends to propose to the Minister changing the name 
of the municipality from the “Overstrand” to the “Whale Coast” Municipality (first 
choice).  Council must brainstorm an appropriate second choice to go with the 
application. 

 
The Overstrand history as described by Wikipedia: 

 
After the national elections of 1994 a process of local government 
transformation began, in which negotiations were held between the 
existing local authorities, political parties, and local community 
organisations. As an outcome of these negotiations, transitional local 
councils (TLCs) were created and the existing local authorities were 
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dissolved. In December 1994, the Greater Hermanus TLC replaced the 
Hermanus Municipality, the Onrusrivier Municipality, the Zwelihle Town 
Council, the management committees of Hawston and Mount Pleasant, 
and the local councils of Vermont and Sandbaai. In the same month the 
Gansbaai TLC replaced the Municipality for the Area of Gansbaai. In 
January 1995 Hangklip/Kleinmond TLC replaced Hangklip Municipality 
and the Municipality for the Area of Kleinmond, and the Stanford TLC 
replaced the Municipality of Stanford and the Stanford Management 
Committee. 

 
At the local elections of December 2000 the TLCs and TRCs were 
dissolved, and the Overstrand Municipality was created as a single local 
authority incorporating both rural and urban areas. 

 
Conclusion 

 
Name change requires extensive consultations to ensure that citizens and 
stakeholders are adequately consulted.  The process outlined in Annexure C 
but not limited to the points will be followed to ensure that every citizen is 
afforded an opportunity to voice out their concerns and vote for their preference. 

 
To initiate the process Council must recommend in principle for the name 
change then follow the process as prescribe under Section 16 (3) read with 
16 (1) of the Municipal Structures Act No 117 of 1998 and Regulations. This will 
be followed by the prescripts of the South African Geographic Names Council 
and the Provincial Geographic Names Committee. The decision by Council will 
only serve to acknowledge the process and provide the administration with the 
mandate to initiate the process further.  

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
Signage, letterheads, corporate identity, website, road sign boards across the 
Overstrand area and graphic design, etc will have to be financially catered for 
the implementation process. Budget to be determined. 

 
8. Staff Implications 

 
None 

 
9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 

 
Not applicable. 
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10. Annexures 
 

Annexure A : Application form and requisite information  
Annexure B :  Handbook on geographical names 
Annexure C :  Municipal Name Change Process and Other considerations 
Annexure D :  Public Ward Committee meetings - dates 
Annexure E :  Standard Operation Process / Procedure 
Annexure F :  Rationale and Community Consultation 
Annexure G :  Chronological steps to Name Change 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
1. that Council take note and acknowledge the content of the report; 
  
2. that Council approve in principle the initiation and implementation of the 

municipal name change process;  and 
  
3. that the Municipal Manager provide Council with realistic timelines and 

selects a team to undertake the process within 3 weeks. 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : D O’NEILL 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : AS PER THE SET TIMELINE 
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